





Our Catechetical School’s Success Relies on Participation

There is a New Testament scripture reading that states “For
God so loved the world that He gave His beloved Son...”
(John 3:16). The same Saint John, also known as the “be-
loved apostle,” writes in his first epistle that “we love Him
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Many of us who
are parents can relate to this type of love.

Years ago I came upon a children’s short story titled “The
Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein. The story is about the re-
lationship between a young boy and a tree. The tree pro-
vides the child with everything he wants in the hope of the
boy’s happiness; branches to swing from, shade to sit under,
apples to eat and sell, and lumber to build a house. As the
child grows his wants become greater, and the tree loves the
boy so much that it keeps giving, even in the ultimate act of
self-sacrifice. The tree lets the boy cut it down so the boy
can build a boat to sail away, and leaves the tree as a stump.
Years pass and the boy, now an old man, returns to the tree
which has nothing left to give him. The boy replies that all
he needs now is a quite place to sit and rest. Once again the
tree happily obliges.

To me, this story seems to draw a comparison between the
self-sacrificing tree and God’s ultimate love for His chil-
dren, as well as the love of a parent caring for his/her child.
Like the tree, God, being the ultimate parent, wants us to be
happy and has provided for us a magnificent creation. He
then bestowed upon us the riches of His grace, and ultimate-
ly He sacrificed His only begotten Son for our salvation.

The act of self-sacrifice is not new to a Christian. Our mod-
el is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who hung on a tree
in order to redeem us from our sins and provide for us life
everlasting. As faithful Orthodox Christians we pray for the
happiness of all, especially that of our own children. We
have embarked on a new year, 2009, and have successfully
completed half of our catechetical year. We are blessed to
have a great group of teachers who faithfully and enthusias-
tically volunteer their time and energy every Sunday.

The success of our Sunday school program also relies on
the faithful participation of parents to bring their children
to church. There are many excuses for not going to church
regularly, but when we set our priorities straight we realize
that the superficial needs and passions of this world need to
be overcome. This is possible with daily prayer and by par-
ticipating in the life of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. It does require some form of sacrifice; but when
you recognize God’s ultimate sacrifice, is it too much to ask?
Let our New Year resolution be to reaffirm our Orthodoxy;
for ourselves, for our family, for our community and for all
of God’s creation; let’s place our priorities in order! There-
fore, “seek first the kingdom of God and all other things will
be added unto you” (Luke 12:31).

Pre-Lenten Spiritual Retreat

net, or (703) 605-7225.

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County hosts its first Pre-Lenten Spiritual Retreat on Saturday, February 7th.
We are privileged to have Hieromonk, Father Sergius, Acting Superior of St. Tikhon’s Monastery at South Canaan, PA
(www.sttikhonsmonastery.org) as our guest who will be speaking on the topic of Theosis-Steps Towards Salvation. Ves-
per service starts at 6:00pm followed by Father Sergius’ talk and a question and answer period. Light refreshments will
be served. Father Sergius will also co-celebrate with our own Father George and deliver a sermon at the Sunday Divine
Liturgy. All are welcome! For additional information/directions please contact Nicholas Zangos at: www.achsahl @cox.
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Contact List

Father John is serving in

Clergy Father John Kalantzis Iraq and has limited e-mail
access

Clergy Father George Kokhno Cell-703-801-9911 gkokhno@gmail.com

Protos-Psalter Nick Grivas 703-798-7979 papounico3@aim.com

Parish Council
President

Mike Koutsourais

703-669-6857

Mkouts]l @aol.com

Parish Council

Vice President

Bill Aubin

703-625-4484

aubinb@verizon.net

Parish Council

Secretary

Dimitri Kesari

540-338-5288

Dkesari@aol.com

Parish Council

Recording Secretary

Lia Economou

703-421-3812

liaecon@comcast.net

Parish Council

Treasurer

Nick Spyros

703-357-7367

nlspyros@yahoo.com

Council Committees

Stewardship

Christie Rebok

703-858-9340

crebok @comcast.net

Council Committees

Fundraising

Mike Koutsourais

703-669-6857

mkouts] @aol.com

Council Committees

Susan Dorn 571-333-1733 ssdorn@aol.com
Communications
Philoptochos Niki Lelis 703-713-9498 nlelis@cox.net
Catechectical School

Nick Zangos 703-391-6075 achsahl@cox.net
Director

Catechectical School

Assistant Director

Melisa Galasso

703-737-6939

mhoff1999@aol.com

GOYA President Sotia Kyriacou 703-327-2927 sotiroula34@aol.com
GOYA Administrator Andrea Pertoso apertoso@gmail.com
HOPE / JOY Kathy Kendrat 703-669-5865 kmkendrat@aol.com
Cultural Activities

Susan Dorn 571-333-1733 ssdorn@aol.com
Greek School / Dancing
Website Chris Panagides 571-437-3340 panagides@hotmail.com
Coffee & Fellowship Cynthia Smith 703-478-0522 silvercps@hotmail com
Hour Host

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County
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STEWARDSHIP
2008 Honor Roll of Stewards

As of December 14, 2008

# of Stewardship Families Total Pledged ($) Stewardship Received ($) | Amount Outstanding ($)
126 $143,790 $131,405 $24,533
Steve & Kristin Adams Nick & Dorothy Harris Russel & Holly Powell
Mark & Andrea Alexander John & Eugenia Hobson Despina Psomiades
Peter, George & Steven Alexandrakis Katherine Hoenig Keith Pullman
Christos & Tracey Alexandrou Jimmy & Catherine Hontos John & Panajote Qesari
Spiro & Eftychia Anthony Mary Ivie & Oscar Basiliko Nicholas & Anastasia Ramfos
Theodore & Martha Apostolou Nicholas & Helen Jougras Elias & Vasilia Ravaris
Bill & Nancy Aubin Andrew & Vasiliki Kaffes Travis & Christie Rebok
Nick & Lynne Avdellas Fr. John & Presv. Michelle Kalantzis James & Mary Rigas
Luke & Valerie Avramides Themis Kalaris Alex & Mia Sapountzis
Mitch & Jeanette Aydlette Alex & Trisha Kantsios Jeff & Cynthia Smith
Ronald & Mina Baldinger Nicholas & Constantina Kass Frank Sofocleous
Daniel & Barbara Balkey Bill & Kathy Kendrat Constantine & Jenny Sofologis
Robert & Marina Blair Catherine Kesari Nick & Elizabeth Spyros
Tim & Diane Boone Dimitri & Yolanda Kesari Stavros & Virginia Stephanakis
Matthew and Dina Brady John & Paula King Peter & Moska Stratis
John & Penelope Broening Marianne Koukli Silviu Sulita
Chad & Julie Burke Jim & Dee Koutris Angelo & Anna Tjoumas
Chris & Joanne Canellos Mike & Effie Koutsourais Mihail & Tanya Tomazos
Pete & Elena Chambers Michael & Niki Kyriacou John Tsaknis
Greg Cherpes Ernest & Helen Kyriazi Michael & Maria Tsapos
Nicholas & Hilda Christos Nick & Elaine Lailis John & Karen Tsitos
Edward & Alexis Cleveland Alexanda Lampros & Hal Hallet Ronny & Anna VanDyke
Dean & Maria Coulopoulos Nikoleta Lelis Jennifer Vlachopoulos
Panayiotis & Athanasia Dacey Marc & Ellen Lieberman Elaine & Paul Voketaitis
Chris & Misty Damvakaris Nick, Alice & Nellie Louh Rev. Fr. Alexander & Kathleen Webster
Michael & Sophie Delpierre Stephen & Marianne Lunceford Angelo & Marianne Voyages
William & Helen Demestihas Zachary & Paula Malachias Sami & Wendy Yacoub
Aristos & Anna Dimitriou John & Ismini Manuel Steve & Ianthe Yeatras
Christos & Helena Dimitriou Angelike Maoury George & Timea Zangos
Michael & Aspacia Dintini Stan & Julie Maoury Nicholas & Carol Zangos
Craig & Marianne Dodson Evangelia Mayer Christos & Christina Zirps
David & Susan Dorn George & Tina Michallas
John & Maria Drapas Georg§ & Debrz.i Mokhiber Thank you to all who made a 2008
Anna & Bruce Dressel Louis & Maria Mollo .
Dean & Lia Economou Greg & Shannon Nerantzis pledge commitment. We came very
. N close to reaching our pledge goal
Martin & Donna Egan George & Aurania Nichols of $I50K. As you can see we have
Ioanna & Zenon Epaminoda Vasil & Elisabeth Nika received many stewardship contri-
Carol & James Epperley Chris & Katrina Panagides butions toward the pledged amount,
Kosta & Irene Fostieris Aris & Georgia Papadopoulos however we still have an outstanding
Vasilios & Joan Fotopoulos Demietrios & Dimitra Papalabrakopoulos balance. If you have not fulfilled your
Gary & Lillian Funk George & Maro Paraskevopoulos stewardship pledge already, please
Frank & Melisa Galasso Sean & Kristen Parkinson submit your contribution. Contribu-
Francis George Eleni & Frank Pecjak tions can be placed in the offering
Anthony & Carol Georgelas Jonathan & Janet Perezous basket or can be mazlec{ dzr.ectly fo
Angeline Gillas Andreas & Vicki Pippos tﬁe Church. YOW contributions are
Evangelia Gonzales Louis & Athena Poehlman vital o our Parish arfd' engble us fo
. : ; perform the many ministries of our
Michael & Sophia Grinnan Jerry & Helen Pollatos Church.
Nick Grivas Arqilea & Majlinda Polo
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The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

2009 Christian Stewardship Pledge

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and work of the Greek
Orthodox Church of Loudoun County, Virginia. Out of our love and gratitude to God for all His
blessings, we would like to pledge AN HOUR’S PAY PER WEEK (i.e. 2.5% of annual
household income) or the amount of $ for the year 2009.

This amount will be paid as follows:
() One full payment ( ) Semi-annually ( ) Quarterly ( ) Monthly ( ) Weekly

Name: Email:

Address: Phone:

City, State, Zip:

New Member ( )yes ( )no My initial offering of $ is attached
Your pledge is strictly confidential.
Signature Date
Family Information

Also participating in this pledge are the following family members:

Spouse: DOB:
Child: DOB:
Child: DOB:
Child: DOB:
Child: DOB:
Child: DOB:
Child: DOB:

Please check areas of expertise, interests, and hobbies of family members:
__Bible Study;  HOPE/JOY;  GOYA; Athletics;  Sunday School;  Greek School
__Sunday School Teaching;  Greek Teaching;  Greek Dance Instruction;  Greek Dance;
__Choir; _ Chanting; _ Altar Service _ Scouting; _ Visiting Elderly/Sick;  Cooking/Socials;
__Finance/Accounting; _ Parish Newsletter;  Construction;  Computers;  Gardening;
__Mechanical;  Stewardship;  Office Work;  Web Site/Set-Up/Management;

Other
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METROPOLIS OF
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Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County
21580 Atlantic Blvd.

Building D, Unit 160

Dulles, VA 20166

www.GreekOrthodoxLoudoun.org




